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What is the bias?
The bias of this study is empathy. 
Humans typically will consider their 
dog as part of the family. They get 
happy when their dog achieves an 
accomplishment, worried when their 
dog gets sick, and sadden when a 
tragedy happens. This can be correlated 
to human relationships and emotion-
ties to an individual's close family, such 
as siblings and cousins. A study 
published in the journal PLOS ONE, 
the research proposes that the 
connection between a person and their 
dog is the same as a bond between a 
parent and child (Coren, 2015). 
Empathy bias may affect people in 
different ways. In a situation when you 
have to choose between saving a dog or 
a human the past relationships with 
other dogs and humans will affect the 
decision to be made causing you to 
empathize more with one or the other.
Empathy bias is not necessarily irrational, but the outcome 
of the decision made because of this can have severe 
consequences. To work around this bias individuals should 
practice a delayed reaction to assess a situation in its 
entirety before making a decision. This will help avoid 
acting based on emotion and concentrate on being rational. 
The work around: 
The Survey:
To test the empathy bias that dogs at 
times viewed as helpless animals 
when put in a dangerous situation. 
The survey was designed to test 
whether there was empathy bias 
towards the dog. The poll was 
created and distributed to 40 
individuals and presented two 
scenarios. 
Scenario 1:
You’re taking your dog out for his afternoon 
walk. On your walk, you see a crowd of 
students near the bus stop across the street. 
You realize that the students aren’t waiting 
for the bus, but ganging up on another 
student. In your moment of shock, you 
accidentally let go of your dog’s leash, and 
he starts running in the opposite direction 
towards a moving car. Do you:
A. Run across the street and save the kid 
from getting ganged up on
B. Run towards the moving car and save 
your dog
Scenario 2:
You’re taking your dog out for his 
afternoon walk. On your walk, you see a 
crowd of students near the bus stop across 
the street. You realize that the students 
aren’t waiting for the bus, but beating up 
on another student. In your moment of 
shock, you accidentally let go of your 
dog’s leash, and he starts running in the 
opposite direction towards a moving car. 
Do you:
A. Let the kid get beaten up
B. Let the car hit the dog
The Results:
The finding from this study concluded that the 
hypothesis of dogs is viewed as helpless 
animals when in a dangerous situation is 
significant with a p-value of 0.2661 and alpha 
= 0.05. Scenario one had 21 respondents. 
From those respondents, 57% would run 
towards the moving car to save their dog over 
helping the adolescent. Scenario two included 
19 respondents, which 74% of them chose to 
let the kid get beaten up to protect their dog. 
This study focused on getting the respondents 
to act on instincts rather than reasoning. When 
put in these scenarios an individual's first 
instinct is going to be protecting who they 
care for. In scenario two the reason these 
individuals let the kid get beat up rather than 
the dog is that the dog is their family and the 
adolescent has a higher probability of 
surviving getting beat up than the dog 
surviving impact from a moving vehicle. 
There was a similar study conducted through 
Northeastern University, published in Society 
& Animals that suggests humans respond to 
dogs as they would react to children (Coren, 
2017), suggesting that age is a critical 
component in empathy bias. Respondents of 
this survey might view the adolescent as 
being capable of protecting themselves, while 
the dog is not. 
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